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SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

GRAGE KIM

AMiracle on
the Shores of
Lake Geneva

In just three years, BMW
ambassador Grace Kim has

gone from grinding on the Epson
Tour to a miraculous shot and

her first major glory at the Evian
Championship — a trajectory as
dramatic as the playoff that made
her a champion.
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JOSH COLLIS AND DYLAN RAINFORTH IN CONVERSATION WITH GRACE KIM

Grace Kim’s path to becoming a major champion began
later than most. She was 10 when her dad first took her to
a driving range as a babysitting tactic, almost considered
“old” by professional golf standards. Fourteen years later,
she’s an LPGA Tour winner with one of golf’s five majors
to her name, claimed in the most dramatic fashion
imaginable: eagle—birdie—eagle across three sudden-
death holes at July’s Evian Championship in France.
The event is held in the spa town Evian-les-Bains, on
the shores of Lake Geneva, where the eponymous brand,
sponsor of the tournament, draws its springwater.

We caught up with Kim during a recent trip home to
Sydney from her Dallas, Texas, base. Moving towards the
end of her breakthrough season, she’s looking forward to
returning to play in Australia next year and aims to put
the finishing touches on her schedule once the LPGA
has finalised its 2026 tournament announcements.

The young woman who once sat her year 12 English
exam at the British Embassy in Buenos Aires — during
the Youth Olympics, where she won gold — has learnt
to balance competing priorities with remarkable
composure. That composure was tested to its limits
during the Evian Championship. In the fourth round,
from a double bogie on the 12th, Kim had played
impressively, “with nothing left to lose” in her own
words, but at the 72nd tee was still two shots behind her
opponent, Jeeno Thitikul. Fortunately, Kim’s brilliant
second shot landed close to the hole, and she eagled to
force a playoff.
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All T wanted
to do was get
it over the
water and
close enough
to make up
and down.

Grace Kim on the
remarkable Evian
Championship playoff
shot that took her from
a water penalty to birdie
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Then the wheels seemed to fall
off. With her second playoff shot on
the 18th, Kim’s ball flared right into
the water hazard. To make matters
worse, she had only one ball left in
her bag. “All T wanted to do was get
it over the water and close enough
to make up and down,” she recalls.
“I just wanted to make sure I didn’t
embarrass myself by putting it

in the water right in front of me.”
Instead, she holed out for birdie,
matching Thitikul to force a second
playoff hole. When they returned to
18 again, Kim rolled in an eagle putt
that tracked right, then left, before
dropping dead centre. It was a finish
that would make Tiger Woods proud
— and Kim knows the comparison,
having heard about Woods’ own
one-ball-left moment at the 2000
US Open.

Kim is only the fifth Australian
to win an LPGA major, joining her
mentor Karrie Webb, Minjee Lee, Jan
Stephenson and Hannah Green. Her
fans can only hope the win marks
Kim’s entrance into the best years
of her professional career.
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You started golf at 10, which is
pretty late for a tour pro. How did
you make up for lost time?

Iwent to a driving range with
my dad — that was his way of
babysitting me. I was so bored
that I decided to hit just one
ball, and Dad saw something

in me, I guess. Ever since then,
I’ve been going to the golf
course. Honestly, I hated it the
first two years. But playing well
in my age group sparked a bit
of motivation. I watched Lydia
Ko play and win the New South
Wales Open when she was 14,
and I was like, “Wow, this girl’s
taking this seriously.” Knowing
I started late, I was having
second thoughts, but age is just
a number. There are people
starting in their teens who are
still succeeding.

of the pandemic, I missed

out on the usual scholarship
experiences. So Karrie offered
me a week-long trip — just me
and her. We stayed in the same
hotel room the whole week.
We played Pine Valley, Winged
Foot ... just me and the Hall

of Famer, chilling. It was an
experience money can’t buy.
She’s achieved so much but
she’s still human. She always
wants a chat, and she wants

to help. She’s very humble,
very down to earth — people
recognise her but she wouldn’t
g0, “Do you know who I am?”

What was Pine Valley like?

I said to Karrie, “Are we playing
the Pine Valley?” We got a tour
of the whole property, then
played the short course, after
which there’s this tradition

Take us through those final three
holes at the Evian Championship.

I made double on 12 and told
my caddie, “Alright, I’ve got
nothing to lose. I'm gonna birdie
all the holes in.” I birdied 15 and
16, made a good par on 17, then
eagled 18 to get into the playoff.
I never checked the leaderboard
all day, even though there were
screens around. When the
official said we had 10 minutes
before going out for a playoff,

I was like, “Oh, crap.”

Then you hit it into the creek on the
first playoff hole.

I was like, “Are you joking?”

I had one golfball left — I went
out with two and just put one
in the water. All I wanted was
to get it over the water and
somewhat close. I just made

You sat your year 12 English exam
at the British Embassy in Buenos
Aires during the 2018 Youth
Olympics. How did that happen?

where you have lunch with
turtle soup — I didn’t have it,
so I was a bit disrespectful and
broke tradition! After lunch we

sure I swung through it and
gave it enough. And it went
in the hole. That was insane.

I took all my textbooks and
notes to the Youth Olympics.

I didn’t touch them once and
suddenly had to sit this exam
I wasn’t prepared for, but I did
okay. A lot of people thought
the exam was a reason not to
go, but I saw the Games as an
opportunity. Knowing I was
going to play golf for my career,
I wasn’t too worried about
exam results. I just wanted to
represent Australia. And I got
the gold medal, so that was
definitely the right decision.
Karl Vilips also won gold in
his individual section, so it
was a good year for us young
Australians.

You won the Karrie Webb Series
scholarship four years running.
Tell us about that special trip
with just you and Karrie.

Normally Karrie takes winners
to a major: it used to be the US
Open; now it’s the KPMG PGA
Championship. But because
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played the full course, and it is
tough. The fairways are wide
enough but the bunkers are
brutal. We had the full double-
looping American caddie
service; the greens were rolling
truly and it was playing long —
I remember that.

You went from the Epson Tour to
winning on the LPGA in your third
event. That's quite arise.

I’d been planning to turn pro
when Covid happened, but
didn’t get through qualifying

to start straight on the main
tour. That was an upset, but it
was a blessing in disguise. I won
once on the secondary Epson
Tour [at the 2022 IOA Golf
Classic], which solidified my
LPGA membership. Then, while
settling in on the LPGA, I won
early — the third event in [the
2023 Lotte Championship].

I was grateful and shocked!
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There's that famous story of

Tiger Woods in the 2000 US Open.
He forgot to pack his golf balls,
and then lost his second-last one
into the ocean. It's very similar.

Yes! I was like, anything to
compare me with Tiger Woods,
T’ll take it.

On the second playoff hole,
you made eagle to win.

The putt was a double breaker.
By this point, I couldn’t think
straight. I told my caddie I was
seeing right-to-left but also left-
to-right. He said, “Me too: aim
straight.” I saw it tracking right
of the hole, then left, and I was
like, please break — and it went
directly in the middle.

And everyone went mad! We've
seen great footage of the other
Australian players getting around
you. They even gave you a huge
inflatable kangaroo. What's the
bond like between the Aussie
LPGA players?
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Minjee and Hannah have been
like older sisters from the get-
go. Hannah’s more outgoing;
Minjee’s more introverted like
me. But they’ll both help any
way they can. They have a lot
more years on tour — Hannah’s
been out seven years, Minjee

10 or 11. They know how hard

it can be. I'm sure they wanted
someone like them when they
were in my position. After I won,
it was nice to be sprayed with
champagne for a change — I've
done a lot of spraying. Hannah’s
really good at it, like a full hose.
I just pour it on top of them!

BMW has sponsored you from
a pretty young age. Tellus a

bit about your relationship with
the brand.

It’s an honour to represent
BMW and work with the team,
but not everyone knows how

it came about. My host family
in Melbourne, the father was
German and a member at Royal
Melbourne. Wolfgang [Beuchel,
formerly CEO of BMW Group
Australia, now vice president
and head of MINI Global Sales
in Munich] was also a member
— they were the only two
Germans. So they got chatting,
and Wolfgang was looking for a
female representative. My host
dad put my name forward, and
here I am.

As a BMW ambassador,
you're part of the company’s
Accelerate speaker series.
What does that involve?

I was given the opportunity
to talk to some of the BMW
employees, which was definitely
out of my comfort zone! I'm
not much of a public speaker,
but it was a great experience
to be able to chat with people
who don’t necessarily know
much about golf, to share my
learnings and how what I have
done could help them as well.
We’re all in the same boat,
trying to get through life and
work things out together.
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What life lessons from golf
do you share with non-golfers?

Patience, something I have to

learn more each day. In general,

I’'m quite impatient, but golf
teaches me to be patient.
And consistency. It might get
repetitive, but the hard work
really does pay off. Whatever
happens to me, I try to say it

happens for me — changing that

negative mindset to positive.

We have some quick-fire
questions for you. Favourite
Australian course?

Any Sandbelt course. Kingston

Heath, Royal Melbourne ...

What Australian food do you
miss on tour?

Good bread and good cheese.
Dream foursome?

Karrie, Tiger and Scottie.

That’s Scottie Scheffler, not

Adam Scott. I’'ve been lucky

enough to meet Adam, but

I’d like to play with Scottie.

Dream car?

I really like the BMW X3.
It’s a great size for me.

If you weren't a golfer?

Either a fashion designer
or an interior designer.

Most played artist?

At the moment, Fisher.
But Coldplay’s my favourite.
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The rest of Kim’s season sees her
following the LPGA Tour through
Asia, playing tournaments in
Korea and Malaysia in October and
early November before heading

to Florida to play The Annika and
the final showdown at the LPGA
championship, officially the CME
Group Tour Championship, held

at the Tiburédn Golf Club in Naples,
Florida, later that month. Fans can
expect an announcement early in
2026 on whether she’ll return to
Australia to play in any of the big
late-summer tournaments.

—> Follow @gracekimmey on Instagram
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